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A million floating drops of isolated life. Tenuous strings of 


data running from one island to another. 
A single star burning in the inky black. 
LSM invites you aboard with open eyes and warm heart. 
Come sail through a world without contact with us. Al- 
though we are separated by countless miles of cold sea, 
we long to be close to you. Help us break down the walls. 
And let us join hands. 
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if you sat anc watched 
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This place is a nothing ward 
I‘m wont to core the apple 


The ballet dancing leg wearing 
Straight-caped hero in your 
are lale ks 

In your lap its plain I see 
These seeds aren’t pain, 
But pears to be 

I cherish holding close to 
fool’‘s gold nuggets 

A tikky rhythm you should 
expect 

When I’m old grown 

Bones see-through shown 

And croak 

Tipping the sides 

Most displeasingly 

ie aer-la 

Totally 

I‘m feeling bitten, thunder 
Trippin over blunders 
Breeding boils under skin 
Drifting to my tomb 

When arid is a room 

There, did I sear you there 
Shaken through my impasse 
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ih Hsin ack is th- manor of my lineage. We are few. Mostly ghosts. Mostly alone. 
Thinking about it, th-re is a |arger threat@hand is not th-r-?; ins. and outs. without coverage ai 
Tues: Ff disruption?.How far does it go, winds of deathly dust?.Stairwells of th- icy cold clattering to 
cates ae battlements towards wards war wa//////[/[M/MM I 

ee Withdrawal: both detachment and a lack response. Shivers come along with th- sweats. 
Sandstorm twirling, idiot marionette clutched by gormless god, gold dust slinking through th- 
first cracks of th- first stones of th- first house; peasants always start th- hacking & th-n bleedi 
frm.throat || in th- middle are th- Vast, which stand not a chance, and once past th- angled, 
demolished ruins of th- gentry(Now no more than side show stables for simple sods& other 
assorted artists,drunkards,losersetc~.&etc.) |towards Jormunghast.| rises higher than th- rest 
overlooking all, a single spire built of th- hand of those "fore/me. 



















a, —-Vith mine own eyes witnessing what comes, and waiting, only in thought; > i 
“ca? and to think | started a peasant, and will die no less a prole, and thankfully ‘ ats 
so, despite this inherited hell. \We pass each other in corridors.\ = ee 
Th'corridors are jetstone, softly reflective, dulled incandescence, an i ae 
antimirror for an antilife, antechambers between this tower and th- toppled a 
Bele. hall&yet other stock&quarter: es 
1 find many insectsth-y repel me .make me feel sick.(from within a bottle), GNA inc 
nantis-centipede,unfurled most grotesquely. scream recoill. (dining room | ef Sek Reese 
een ee kc "Sees ait 
é cis -“SNithdrawal. Having lost th- self, or@least th- realisation that th-r- never was | = 
“* one, misfold in on yourself, a human prion ba 
== a 
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Too many times | am confronted by swarms of 


a. 


a ya or 
apc aes, 
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ir own destiny&that of colossi whose only toes | 
can be spied th-r- on th- outskirts amongst th- 


sworlyng miasmatic maelstrom. 


| wish | could sto 
disgusted @th- f 


insects th-t came afore th- storm, harbingers of 


th 
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myself from feeling so 
d bugs, but | cannot. th-y 


fi 


eB 
without shoes, so | cannot even stomp th-m to 


reflect my weakness. Usually | find myself 
deathAnd th-y are so large, and in much great 
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The Big Black... 
by JODI PARKER 


From the clues within the following 
passage, deduce the most _ logical 
conclusion. The intended answer along 
with those submitted by readers will be 
featured in next week’s issue! 


I’m suffering from this. sort of 
meta-depression. It’s like depression, 
except day-to-day mundane activities 
don’t harden it; the tristesse comes 
from when | lean back and look at the 
big picture and realize how much I|’m 
Xo) beY°Mm OME KO) 2X -) AN ea cX0) 0) (ET E-TOUOLOLO) UC 
me, or at least can stand me, and [| like 
them back, but how much of that is 
going to be buried under the sands of 
time like a fossil whose type has 
already been found so many times, no 
one’s really looking for it anymore? It’s 
hard to even talk about without 
sounding like a sad rich kid. If I saw 
anyone else talking like this I’d 
probably facetiously say something 
about wanting to murder them. I feel as 
though this might just be an awareness 
of how the world functions, in which 


case: is it easier to just be retarded? 
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Conkerpine, WI, #1 


The way Sister Grothendieck processes through the hallway, her feet chilling against unheated 
hardwood acreak, is something which the watching Donna Malor feels should be, could be 
accompanied by one of the darker, murkier uncleftable movements hidden in the derelict pools of 
Handel’s or Purcell’s baroque corpi, mounds of their penned notation for harpsichords and archi and 
basso continuo, muddied and yellowed by not the passage through time, but by the accumulation of it. 
This accumulative aging and temporal approach of materials towards a sordid cream color is a process 
which also affects the attire and weeds of Malor’s abbey wash after wash, but its prominence on 
Grothendieck’s coif and tunic shines amongst a rubric of the other nuns like a dully silent star... where 
tillows blow and sallies blow above them, tillows in their shadows as though the sallies are their 
motherly chieftains, every star is dull as a worn, dusty oil like those abreast in the main hall of abesses 
past, whereon coif after coif is identical to its adjacents. —Grothendieck...? the abess pleads. 
Grothendieck proceeds in somnambulatory paces, eyes wide shut, from hallway flank to flank, door to 
door, her fingers rubbing along the wainscoting of the hall and collecting in mass, Black Mass, in her 
fingertips and the antipodes of her cuticulae, splinters from the wood unfinished at just subthoracic 


height. 

















Outside the abbey, three teenaged girls smoke cannabinoid vaporizers 
in the dead of night. It’s exactly 11:54:23 p.m. Those prior sallies and 
tillows are nearly still, ignoring a whistling breeze which —— 
brings about a solemn tristesse to all of barren Conkerpine. i, 
“Smoke” dissipates from their mouths into darkness’s greater fog, — \ 
and seconds later, breathing’s difficult for all of them. Coughs which t “*% N ‘ 
would awaken you from a deep sleep are choked up here, i.e. those s we 4 
dregs of the soul which manage to rise to the surface of a moldy 3 
beverage too spoiled for safe consumption. Nicole and Zoé sit on 
the curb with sooty leggings and tights, and Taylor stands behind 
them. Faith in smoke mirrors faith in God, And rarely, as often as 
a star shines clear past, a trialogue is initiated; Nicole interrupts the 
darkness, —My mom said you guys are ignomammoths. 
—Ignoramuses? 

—Did you know the plural is actually ignoram-i? 

— Like it’s Greek? 

—Yep. 

—She said that and... ahem, and she said I shouldn’t hang 
out with you, like I can’t bring you guys over 

sto my house anymore. 

—That’s retarded, Taylor sits down on the sidewalk. 

The streetlight outside the abbey is shining continuously | 
without flicker, lighting up this little parking space with a Fiat like \)\\ 3 ra \\ 
a cave wall. e\ 


Conkerpine, WI, lies still from there until the morning. 
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Yep. See that? That's what we call a yikes. You get them a lot these days; no joke. Whether it be 
on Twitter, the “Gram”, or Snap, people a t REE! 9g just can't get enough of spewing this 







B.S. Must be fun punchin’ down, »” <2 . huh? Let's just skip the labor and 
get right to the ichthyotic baby SS) ¥ @ here: EVERYONE DESERVES 
RESPECT. Even—no, especially (e ~ _-sex offenders. Think about 
it this way: you're around forty We years of age, you’ve been 
balding for around a decade Pa © now, you use fae-series 
pronouns, and you're an al- =| bY gebra teacher. Ninth grade. 
No biggie. Thatis, until the © bathroom situation. One 
second you're just using the © & Student girls’ bathroom, the 
next, you're fired. And the po- Om % lice report? Yeah. He-him 
pronouns all the way. Sounds bad, «> & : right? Like, real bad. But guess 
what: that person's me. Yeah, the one G ,8u aU writing this as we speak. Humanizing, 
ain't it? It's almost as if we're people too. We eat, we sleep, and we have urges; surprise, surprise, 
transphobes. We're human, we're coming, and there ain't nothing you can do to stop us. 
Thankfully, for us at least, society's moving in a direction where more people get that. In other 
words, they have common sense. Ever seen the Big Bang Theory? Those guys are so gosh-darn 
nerdy they could sexually harrass me! | won't tell. Plenty of people in Hollywood have been open to 
this type of behavior since the eighties, in fact! Quite progressive for a bunch of old white men, of 
which, of course, | am not. The past is in the past. The more time passes on, the more 
understanding everyone’s becoming of our plight; “sexual offense, schmexual o-schmense.” So 
how about next time you're thinking about typing out a “yikes,” just think about it—like, at all. 
Because every single ethical descision you make can be a dagger, and more often than not, it 
stabs us right in our groins. @ 
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